
. " - Washingtof, Mat/ 24, 1.850* ' 

■MotQ tlian forty-eight hours have eiapsecl, 
since a member of the House of Represerita- 
tives, committM an ass%lt upoa j, uasiaber of 
the Senate of the tJiiited States, when in hia 
seat iiQ the -Senate Cha,mber, and in the dis- 
; cl)q,rge of duties legitimately appertaining to 
' hia piScial position^ which haa .iio parallel rin, 
[ the history of our country. I would not permit 
I myaelf to write on this subject, while participa- 
! ting in the excitement which it was so well cal- 
I culated to prodacs, even here, ^here freedom 
i of speech, both in and out of the- Capitol, is 
[ only indulged in by the few. and even by them, 
I under the full conviction, that sueki indulgence 
I ia at the peril of limb, if not at the hazard of 
I life.. Bat th^ lapse of two days, and a careful 
I consideration of the causes whic?h have led to 
I the existing state of affairs, have :given me all 
I of coolness, deliberation, and discretion, -which 
I I shall ever exercise when discuBsing this sub- 
I ject; and I shall therefore, proceed to discharge 
I T^hst I consider a duty—the neglect of which' 
I would b^ a crime, Eo long" as T retain my con- 
I nection with the Press o J "the United States, of 
I which I have become, . with some half dozen 
I exceptions, th6 senior member. 
I ^ First, then, let me repeat Mr, StfireEtt's ver- 
I fiion of this assault, as giVen to me by himself, 
I very ohortly after his head had be^ partially 
I shaded, and two wounds, respectively three and 
I four inches long, and literally tearing the scalp 
I from the bone, had been eewed up. He says : 
I 'At the moment of adjournmient, iHvae busily 
I ocetipie^ in franking documents for my con- 
I etituents, preparatory to the closing of ihe 
I mail; and to several gentlemen who approach- 
I ^ ed with a view to conversation, I pleaded the 
I neceaaity of my accomplishing a large amount 
I ^ of work in the next half hour, as my apology 
I ^ for contiauing my labors. Having got rid 
I ^ of nearly a dozen persons by pleading this 
I excuse, about tweasj, minutea after tho ad- 



' joftrnment, Mr. Bro- ks. of the House of Bepr 
' resentatives, presented himself directly ia 

* frqpt of my desk, and attracted Ay attentioa 

* by the remark, 'Mr, Sumner, I have read yonr 
' speech.- I looked up, and ivec5^tae '65npfc^^ 

'. it was Mr. . Brooks, whom I knew - by eij^ht, 
' and exclaimed,' * Ah! ' when he added, * Yes, 

* I have, read it twice carefully; arid a more in- 
;-:famou8 libel never'— — : At this tnoment, hi3 

* bIblHiescended upon my head, and F have no 
' knowledge~?>f anything that took place, until I 

* found myself on tfre^or of the Senate Ghani-" 
' ber, near the Oierk's table, sup|jG;tedl>y some 
' friends.*' ^ ■ • ' "T" 

Those who witnessed the ' assault, say thstt 
upon receiving the blows, given in quick suc- 
cession and with terrible force, Mr. StrMNEB 
attempted co rise from his seat, to which ho 
wa^ in a measure pinioned, by his legs being 
under his desk— -the legs of which, like all thd 
desks of the Senate Ghamber, hsve plates of 
iron fastened to them, aud these plates avo 
Srmly secured to the floor.' His first attempt 
to rise, was a failure, lind be fell back into his 
chair, and the blows of his assailant c5ntinued 
to fall mercilessly upon bis uueovefed b^ad. 
His second attempt ripped up the iron fasten- 
ings of his desk, and he precipitated himself for- 
ward—but, being blinded and atunn^d, wide o* 
the direction in which Mr. BiiooKS stood. Pros- 
trated on the floor, and covered with blood as f 
never saw man ciovered before, the assanlt con- 
tinued,' until Mr. Murray and Mr. Morgan, 
both members of the House of Representatives 
from New York, hiad time to come froth the 
extreme southeast a-ngle of the Senate Cham- 
b.erj and who, forcing their way through the 
crowd of S^jnators! and oiliers, in the midst of 
whom Mr. Sumner was lyings senseless and -be- 
ing beaten, they seized the assailant, and res- 
cued the body of SaMNER. Of'coursej J do not 
speak from personal knowledge ; but Mr. Mur- 
ray iuforma me, that nofc only did the y\off^ 
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coutiinio until ho liad reached the aeem of ac- 
f,ioiij and forced his ■way through the crowd, 
bub when he, firat threw hia arms around Mr. 
Bbooks, he failed to secure hia right armband 
at least one blow was inflicted upon the pros- 
trate form of -the insensible Senator* after ho, 
Mr. MumiAY, had laid hands upon hia assailant. 

These are the simple facta of the caae, aa 
thoy will undoubtedly bo awora to, by both Mr. . 
SuMifER and Me.sars. M'JiiBAY and Morgan; 
and I giv(3i theni precisely aa they are related 
to me by those ^entlenif^n, and without the 
, all »hte3t desire to aggravate what I consider, 
] th« ,nwl)st inexcuBable outrage upon the iiiatitu- 
tiona of the country of which I have ever be- 
come co^jnizant. 

in looking at this grave attack upon the con- 
stitutional rights of Senator-t-this violation of 
the privileges of the Senate, and thia most un- 
pardonable outrage upon the sanctity of the 
Senate ChaSiber---both Mr. SusreER and Mr, 
Brooks, so far aa they are individually con- 
cerned^ ftiiik into absolute insignificance. Had 
they met and fought, and both heen killed on 
Fennsylvania, avenue,, together with a dorf-2n 
Mends of each, it would have been a melan- 
choly events hnt m mj estimation, based upon 
cool and deliberato reflection, such an event, 
sad as it would have beea to record it, woiald 
not and should not have caused a tythe of the 
feeling (|f iudjgna.tion and horror, which will be 
felt by every right-minded man in the natic'c, 
when he hears of this terrible outrage upon' 
our iastitutions, and the freedcjoi of debate and 
liberty of speech,, and grosa violation of the 
sanctity of the Senate Chamber ; and lepirns in 
a.ddition, that it was calmly witnessed and ap- 
_ proved by certain, Democratic Senators, and in- 
directly sustained, approved, and justified, by 
every friend of the present Administration in the 
House of Beprf,sentative3, and,; with two honor- 
able exceptions, by every member of tbat body 
from the elaveholding States ; one and all of 
whoaa, voted tp screen their colleague from the 
|>ttnishment jpstly due to hia conduct;— a vote 
worthy of men who deliT^erately violated their 
solemnly plighted, faith by the rispeal of the 
Compromise of 1820, and whose oaly Mea of 
constitatioaal rights^ constitutional bbligations, 
and constitutional requirements, appears to be 
regoiated by the one only consideration, of 
what is reqiiired by the Slave Power to insure 
its extension ove? fees tejritory^ in order there- 
by, to peirpetuate . forever thje Government of 
the United Btatea in the hands of the Slaveocra- 
cy v?hich now controls and directs it. 

It is not the assault upon Mr, Sumnee, jjerse, 
which I feel called upon to deplore and to hold 
up to the calm and indignant condemnation of 
the people of the United States 5 but because 
by this Assault ixpon a Senator of the United 
States, in his seat in the Seaato Chamber, and 
when in the discharge of his legitimate dutieSj 
the Constitution has been trampled under foofcj 
^© Ra.Rctity of the Seaat^ has been violated, 



freedoi^i of debate has been attempted to be 
suppressed by hvxxiQ force, and I,iberty itsdf-r 
constitutionta,! liberty and freedom oi thought 
and action — has been ruthlessly assailed, aud 
the assault been justified and applauded by 
grave Senators, and by every Repre sentalive 
of the people save two, Humphrey 'Marsilvi,!:, 
afKentucky> and Hen^iy W, Hoffman of Mary* 
land, living in the slave Statesi, £|ind by every 
Representative of the people^ who speaks the 
Sentiments or sustains the measures of the ex- 
isting Administration of the country. , 

After nearly thirty years of ' editorial labor, 
always speaking my. 8ent;ro.enta frankly and 
fully, it is uhneeeaaary to remind the daily read- 
er of the Courier and fJnqiiirer, that ho man 
in the United States, has ever been willing to 
go farther in sustaining the constitutional 
rights ©f the South in regard to their peculiar 
local institution, than I have. I have repeat- 
edly published and proclaimed, that I do not 
look upon Slavery as a curse to the slave ; but, 
on the contrary, in the aggregate, a great bless- 
ing^ and so, i tBink, designed to foe Iby lprod; but 
I hiave ever held and published, and every day 
of my life I am more confirmed in the corivic- 
tion, that Slavery is a cwrse to the ^Joantry 
where it exists, and utterly demdralizing to the 
people who tolerate it; Jt is, hbwever, a pure- 
ly local institution, with nothing nafional m its 
character} and the reckless alaveholdet who 
teeks to extend this curse through the legisla- 
tion of the, General Govern^aient, as)d the equal- 
ly hriecMeafi Abolitionist who would; have the 
General Goverament, direct,ly or indirectly? in- 
terfere with this purely local institution, whose 
blighting influence I deprecate, are alike dis- 
turbers of the public peace, and enemies to the 
Constitution of out country. . ' 

Tl^at Slavery is acurSe to the country in which" 
it h permitted to have ! a footbiold, except in 
those Southern regions where white labor is 
impbsaible; is sufficiently deraonsirated by the' 
present condition and fatnre prospects of ths 
more Northern slateholding States ; that it is de* 
moralizing in its influence npon the peo|)b 
among wbotti it exists, ig rendered equally appa- 
rent by the habits knd Customs, the violence and 
habitual disregard of life, and thei whole tone of 
thought and action, among the people who are 
born and educated amidst its influences. That 
it is an Aristocratic and Anti*Republican Insti«^ 
tution, is prflfelaimedbythe very terms of " Mas- 
ter" and "Slave,''' by which alone it can feo 
described ; and, like all other aristocratic insti- 
tutions, it produces -specimens of th B highest 
refinement, the gentlest habits, and the greatest 
culture, only to render more conapicuoua ths 
general brutality and debasing teckleasnesg 
which it imposes npon the great mass of the 
people. The Southern Gentleman and the 
Southern Lady, are thevefore, noble gpecimens 
of humanityj well calculated to grace and adorn 
every society in which they may be cast j and 
nobody estiraatei^i mor® highly, or appreciateg 



move tlioroiighly, tlik sraull class/ tlian 1 do. 
But I cannot shut my eyes to the faot, tliat the 
superiority of the few to whom I allude, ia par- 
chassd at the expense of the many; and' the 
truth of this observation, will be conceded by 
every candid person, who will ask himself the 
qaeation, where— in what section of our conn- 
try—whether in "the slave or free States — occur 
the moat street figlits, hbraicidea, brawls, and 
acta of violence ? I am safe ia saying, that du- 
ring the past five years, the deaths or injuries in 
the alave^ States, from these causes, would aver- 
age at least two a week i %hUe'in the free States, 
during thb same period, the^ would not average 
two per^annum ; and, even iii those cases, the 
ptpbability is, that the adtora in them, would 
prove to be inhabitants of the strive States. 

I make this remark more in sorfow than in 
any spirit of boastingj for the double purpose 
of proving to my countrymen th^ true cause of 
ibe dsmorftlizatioa which exists in thi8,ihe Cap- 
ital of the Nation, and to rouse thiem to a aens^' 
of their duty to themselves and their pbsterity, 
in resisting, as o»e man, the extension of lliis 
blighting curse into the now free Territory and 
over the virgin soil of Kansas. And if any other 
illustratioh of th6 truth of isy^ positioh be re- 
qaised than that tb which I have referred, let 
me instance the occurrefices of the kind alluded 
to, within thei last five liiontha, wMoa have 
happened here in' the Capital of the Natipn,and 
in which member^ of the House of Representa- 
tives have been thV principal actors. I confine 
the record to them alone. 

JPirst, then^ William Soth, an ex-{^overnor 
of , the State of Virginia, and niamber of the 
House of Representatives, assailed an(? beat the 
Editor of the Evening Star, in December last, 
ia the lobby of the Houae.* , : 

SecoM, Rust, a member of the House 

of Representatives, from Arkansas, assailed arid , 
beat the Editor of the New fork TrihunCy i^ 
the grounds of the Capitol, immediately after 
ieavtag the House of Representatives. 

Thirds PaiLEMOK T. Herbekt o^ Alabamd, a 
member of Congress from CaUfornia, shot down 
add killed an Irish waiter at Will aub's, and is 
now under bonds to appear' before the Grand, 
Jury, and await his trial for such crime as they 
may adjudge him to have' committed. 

Fourth^ Preston S. BrookS, a member of the 
House of Representatives, from South Gatotina, 
assails and beats unmercifully, a Sefilator fi'om 
Massachusetts,, when occupying hia Seat in the 
Senate of the United States, and engaged in the 
transaction of baainesa legitimately appertailn- 
ing to his station. 

Hero, thea,.you have, in five months, four 
flagranj breaches of tho peace on the part of 
members of Congress who were born and bred 
in slave States, and who are necessarily, demor- 
alized by that institution ; while during the saine 

* Tlii3 ,afi3auU took place in the stroet, and not in Iho 
lobby of the House, as appears by a coirectioa ia the 
Goun<» and Enquker of tha 2Sih. 



period, not b oolitary instance has occurred oC 
members from the free States forgetting what 
is due by public Legislators to law and, order, 
to civilization, and to the decencies and court- 
esies of the society in which they live. 

You must next look io the manner in which, 
these flagrant breaches of the peace, by those 
whose duty it wag, above all others, to respect 
the laws, have been treated by the House of 
which the offenders are members. Tho first 
and second outrages--- whipping Editorfj who 
failed to protect tjheir persons from pollution, 
by promptly resisting force by greater, and 
more decisive force-— were considered such 
trivial offdKces, that the subject ^^^as not even 
referred to in the House whicb was outri&ged 
by such conduct on the part of its members. 
The third ofience—tho s^iooting down and kill- 
ing an Irish waiter at Willard's Hotel-r^was 
gravely considered by .the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and voted to be an ;Occurrence not 
meriting ittveatigatiph. even; and every Rep- . 
resgntative from a slaYe Stat^, and every eup- 
porter of this Administration sg-ye one, united 
in suppressing inquiry and the offendej? daily 
takes his seat in .Congress, and legislates a.nd^ 
aids in the passage of Laws for the. governmenfc 
of the country^i while he himself, is about to be 
tried for the giravegt crime whiph man Ci&n; per- 
petra^^ against hia fellow-man. / 

The last offender, Mr. Brooks, of South Caro- 
lina, will at least have his conduct inquired 
.into ; but it must not be lost sight qf, that such, 
inquiry "bj the House of which.he is a metabei' 
was strenuously resisted by every inemher of 
that, hody, save two, who, represents the slave 
States, and by all who sustain the present P,rb- 
Slavery Admihistratione.. Nobody , who knows 
the parties, and has a proper respect for what 
he writes, would be willing to charge that the 
Southern members of Congress voted ;Corruptly 
in thus striving to prevent an investigation into' 
the aggravated assault upon a Senator of the 
United States, by one of their own body, and 
that, too, when the Senator assaulted, wasia his 
seat in the Senate Ghambe'r,,and s^s much under 
the protection of the Senate as he would have 
been if .that body had been in essaion. I say 
that no considerate person would presume to 
call thm deliberate corruption on , the part, of 
the members of Congress from the slave States. 
What, then, was it? How is this extraordinary 
vote to be accounted for or ex|)lained? I 
answer, by the demoraiiiaing tendencies of tho 
Institution of Slavery, which, not only compels 
its representative to vote as its instincts demaTxd, 
regardless of the Constitution and the Xaws, 
butf'which eqtially requires of the members from 
the free States who have loaned 'themselves to 
this Administration in doing tho behests of the 
Slave Power, to disgrace and stultify themselves 
in the eyes of the whole American p'cople. If 
there be on God^s footstool one human being, 
mare entitled than all others, to the contei^pt 
I of honest men, it is the member of Congress 
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fi'om a free 3tatOj wlio, entertj^ining tlie smti- 
iBents which all our Northern me^rnbers do, and 
without a solitfjiry ono of the excuses for his 
vote which naturally cluster around those who 
are born and educated amid the iniflaence and 
tendeuciea of the peculiar institution, yet, in 
miserable auhservieney to this Administration, 
and the Pro-Slavery doctrines to which it is 
committed, dares not vindicate the Constitution 
of the country by pariiahing one whoiput at de 
fiance its provisions most dear to freemen and 
most eSaeijtial for the preservation of our liber- 
ties'. I may mourn ove? the demoralization of 
Slavery, and the overbearing violence and dis- 
regard of law and civilization which it enfjen 
ders in the masses, while it exalts and refines 
the favored s^w ; but it rarely calls forth a 
feelii^ of contempt. Even its vices and its 
crimes^ . are in the main,, manly ones; and 
whatever of , contempt the late votes in the 
House of Representatives may have engendered, 
it belongs solely, to ti\e unscrupuious members 

_ froKS ch« n'ee States, who consented to do this 
dirty Work of party, and who have been so apt- 
ly denominated " Doughfaces " by the very 
men whOf having benefited by the treason, turn 

. £pom the traitors with loathing and disgust. 
To attempt' to describe the actual statei of 
i affairs here,i'3 Capital of the Nation, would 
hQ a hojieless task. It, would not' be believed, 
wer^ one from Heaven to proclaim it trumpet- 

1 tongued through the jaadj" and yet no one can 
live here, as I have fot* the last six months, 
without feeling hia blood boil at witnessing the 
fears and apprehensions of fatal conseqiiences, 
on the part, of our Northern men, if any one 
ventures openly and , manfully to speak the 
truth in the bar-rooms, on the corners of the 
steels, and on the floor of Congress. And 
there is veason for thfse tears. This is a city 
in a slave District; its tone is the tone and 
I aentiijaeafc of Slavery; its visiters are mostly 

■ from'^lhe slave States, and a large raajjorily of 
thep (not the better portion,) carry pistols and 

■ bowie-knives; ^nd what- ia more, they have, 

; both here and" elsewhere, proved that they 
wi|,l not hesitate, on occasion, freely to use 

! ; them. They are overbearing, threatening, and 
defiant ia their manner; and our people hav? 
been overawed and cowed. Sumnee, a man of 
peace, ventured to beard them, and we perceive 
his fats, WiLSOH put them at defiance ; but 

; at the same time he •put pistols in his pocket, 
and publicly (liaclared that ho held his person 

' sacred from ascaultl Oreblkt carried a re- 
volver during the latter part of his sojourn 
here; and then, and then only, even he, pro- 
- fessedly a ndn-combatant['waa no longer mo- 

■ lested; and since the brutal assault on Mr. 
i Sumner, two-thirds of the Anti-Nebraska raem- 
^ hers of Congress, and ail who claim and exer 
f% ciae tho right^of free speech as distinct frqm 
4 abusive language, or a bullying, threateniBg 
I manner, M,vq arrived at the conclusion, that 

tho time hfits come when it ia a duty they om 



alike to themselyes and to the country, to as- 
sert, and, if necessary, to vindicate, this great 
constitutional privilege, and to-be in a aituation,- 
at all limes, effoetualiy to protect themselves 
from the Bully and the Aesastiin. 

This is not a flattering picture to go abroad; 
but it is true, and recent events prove it. No 
reasonable man should doubt, that the Slave 
Power have .unalterably., determined to extend 
the area of their now merely local institution j 
and, if possible, to render it national. The 
bowie-knife, the pistol, and the bludgeon^ are 
all elements to be used id efiectitig this result; 
the latter, practically, fi^nd on the most trivial 
opcasion — the two former, only theoretically, 
and except under extraordinary circumstances^ 
They are designed to operate upon the /ear* 
of the free States; and oar people may as well 
be told at once, that when they visit this city, 
they should com^ dtitermined, at all proper 
times and in all proper places, openly -^nd maa« 
fully, but quietly and in gentlemanly and cour- 
teous language, to speak their honest cbn vie? 
tipus of the heinous crime perpetrated by the 
repe?.! of the Missouri Compfomise; of the in- 
iquitous jpro/ei of forcing Slavery into Kansas; 
of tbeii* regard for the Constitution and the con- 
stitutional rights of every section df the coun- 
try; of the wickeanes3 of Slavery Extension ; 
of its being a merely local ipstiiution, with whicli 
the General Government may not, and shall 
noty meddle ; of the rijght of ^very slave State 
to be protected iu the ei^oyment of this and 
every other merely local institution they may 
establish, not incompatible with- the Constitu- 
tion; and of our unalterable determination, to 
stand by that great charter ^of our Liherties, 
and the liberty of speech whiph it guaranties, 
and never to yield to Southern fanatics or North- 
ern detiiagogues, one foot of territory north of 
36^ 30^' to the blighting curse of Slavery. 
It is the right of Freemen boldly to express 
f these sentiments here, as well as elsewhere ; and 
i I tell them, in all sincerity, that the time has 
, arrived when they must do so,, courteously but 
' fearlessly, oh all .proper occasions and in all 
'■ pyoper places, or we ahali all, and speedily too, 
{ become as completely the slaves of the Slave 
! Power, as are their plantation efiaiteh; or, what 
f is far more degrading, we shall become the same 
5 pliant, cringing, and sycophantic instruments of 
r, the Slaveocracy, as are the Northern dbugh- 
, faces, who are made by the present Administra- 
i tioa, to discourse juat such music as their South- 

- ern masters may bo pleased to dictate for the 
V time being. 

It. must not be forgotten, that I, am writing 
• against the Institution of Slavery, and its demor- 
. aliziug and debasing tendencies ; and not 

- against the many honest, honorable, intelligent, 
and high-minded gentlemen arid pure Chris- 

I tians, who, being the aristocracy of the institu- 
j tion, are the inheritors of all the good it dispen- 
t ses, and the recipients of its profits, while its 
3 baneful influenoea are the legitimate inheritancfe 



of tbe tQGsaes among wliom it Gxists, producing 
everywhere the saimet, fruits of violence, blood- 
ghea, and a disregard of law and order, and Ihe 
peaceful habits and practices of civilization. 
Aside from the favored few, in the alave Btates, 
nineteen-twenlietfaa of their population, oari-y 
arms — l)(>wie-kfiives, pistols, and aword-canes I 
And against whom . are they thus armed? 
Against a common enemy oi* against their 
slaves ? no means ; hut hgainst each otUar. 
And this solitary fact, and the consequences 
which natiitolly flow from it, is conclusive as 
regards tiie demoralizing tendencies of an in- 
atitution, whibh the present Adramistraton, act- 
ing «uder the dictation of the Slave Power, and 
, aided by unscrupulous politicians of the North,, 
are endeavoring to force u pon the free people and 
free soil of Kansas. To this end, the entire influ- 
; enceand patronage of theGovetnrxieut—ils civil, 
I military, tirid moral power— are all directed ; and 
! alongside of these, prominent and threatening, 
I stands the of the^Slaveocracy.boasting- 

[ ly pointing to the bowie-knife, the pistol, and tlTe 
i bludgeon, and impudently taunting the entire 
I North with cowardice 1 I cannot blaiiie them 
I for thei? love of po wer and their desire to ex- 
I tend it j I do not quarrel with their ruder civiii- 
iZation, the natut'al offspring of their peculiar 
j institution f and i do iiot wonder at their believ 
ing, that thes doughfaces of the North, xvbo so 
|megldy do their beheats, are but a t jpe of , our 
I whole people, and that we can be bullied, whip 
Sped, aii»d kicked" into any course or policy 
i which they may please to dictate to us. But I 
I do wonder that intelligent men among them, 
I presume to talk of ^eir devotion to the Gonsti- 
I tution, when, with a unanimity unexampled in 
the history of the North, their united represent- 
lation in Gdngress, justity by their votes, asi 
iopeu disregard of that plainest and all-impor- 
Itaat' provision of the Constituiiou, which was 
intended to secure t<^ember8 of both Houses 
[Of Congress, entire immunity for Words spoken 
va. debate. 

; Will the North— the free and educated, and 
I civilized, and peace loviug North— tamely aub 
|mit to the impudence and the bullying: of the 
I Slave Posvei-? This is the question which I de- 
laire to put directly to every law-abiding and 
I UQion-loving freeman of the North. 1 would 
I be the first to punish those who wish to withhold 
ifrora our Southern brethren, one jot or tittle of 
I the protection to which the institution of Sla- 
Ivepy is constitutionally entitled in the locali-' 
I ties where it exists ; but I would have the en- 
1 tire North awaken to the attempt of the Slave 
I Power, to extend the institution into free territo- 
|ry| and to the means resorted to, to accomplish 
I that nefarious purpose. I would have them 
I feel that the time for action has pirrived ; and 
'aot only must that action be prompt and 
efficient, if we would protect ourselves from the 
eneroachmeata of Slavery, but that, if we tamely 
jaubmit to the blustering and bullying habitually 
I resorted to here, m the Capital of the Nation, we 



shall very soon bc'taught, that liberty of apeecb 
is a boon vvhich we bold, subject to the caprices 
of the Slave Power ; and to iadulgo in it equally 
with themselves, may at any time be. visited 
by the discretionary application of the pistol 
and the hludgeon. 

Of the purposes of the Slave Power and ita 
Northern allies in the coming Presidential elec- 
tion, there is no longer any doubt. It is openly 
proclaimed by the Democratio prinsa, from Main© 
to Texas ; and only this day, the Government 
organ, published in this city^oldly declares, that 
ivhaiewr other guestion may enter into fheco-ni' 
^ ing contest, tee Slavery issue, as included in 

* ike Kansas memurt^j mrnt and i&iU take pPecC' 
' dence. In comparison %mth IXy all other 

' questions are of minor immrtance.^^ And ia . 
aliusioE to Mr Buchanak's past Federalism^ 
and the suspicion only, that it may cause Mpa 
to prefer his co^intry and the rights of Free- 
dom, to mere party, it, adds — " they want no 
' man 'wjiose. record is not thoroughly Demo^ 

* craiic." These declarations are siguificaali •, 
and richly will the people of the free North 
have merited the outrages and contumely which 
are daily heaped upon them by men irnmeasu- 
rabl;^ their inferiors in all that constitutes man- 
hood and civilization, if they hesitate to vindi" 
cate their right to freedom of speech, qr falter 
in their determination to drive back into the 
fens and marshes, where- it properly belongs, 
the ^hatitution which W ashik^ton, and Jee^- l 
PBBSCiN, ■ and MabisonJ alike condemned, but 
of which, PiERCB and DoTCLAsahd the Bough* 
faces of the North, acting under the lash of 
the Slave Power, have become the wiUing prop- 
agaudiats, " 

In my comments upon the recent outrage in 
the Seu,at4?, I have' intentionally kept out of 
view both Mr, Sumner and Mr. Brooks — look- 
ing at it solely as an insult to the Country, a 
trampling upon the Constitu^'on, and an out- 
rage upon the sanctity of the naite Ghamiber, 
which merited death on the spot from any Pa- 
.triot present who was in a position to inflict 
the punishment. Neither the character of ths 
party assailed, nor that of his assailant, which 
was heretofore, without spot or blemish, nor; the 
nature of the provocation, have any weight with 
me in writinjr this letter. The Constitution has 
been trampled upon, a Senator has b§en assailed 
in the Senate Chamber for words spoken in 
debate, the Country has been disj^raced, and 
the Representatives of the Slave Po^er in the 
House of Representatives, have, with two honor- 
sM^ exceptions, justified the outrage:— and for 
these wrongs I invoke the spirit of Freedom at 
the North to demand redress. It is due to Mr. 
Sumner, however, to say, aa a.fact familiat to 
all who are accustomed to read the Debates in 
the Senate, that in each and every of the last 
five sessions of Congress, Messrs. Sewaiid^ 
Salts, and Sumner, have received, at the 
hands of Senators from the slave States and 
their pliant tools of the Nprth, tm timee— ^ney, 
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a hundred times the abuse which, iti Ua late "■ : 
incomparable speech, he so aeathingly huried '. 
back iipon his assailanta. AH tliia hag here- 
tofore, been 8ubtoitted| to in silence; and, in : 
■coy judgment, too long submitted to; and ' 
povir, when forbearance ceasea to ba a virtiie, 
aud the member for Maasachusettei, iu vindica- 
lion of hss manhood and iu the esierciae of hia 
privilege, retorts upon his afe^sailauts a tythe 
only, of the abuse they haVo so long and so 
vnaf:«airiu!7;Iy heapednpon him and his friends, 
h6 IB told that his ''anidacitip'* is abablutely in- 
eoraprehensiblej an^ his purpose inconceivable ! 
^iike asiouhded thi^t the man of peace, and the 
mefck, modeati and rfetiring? scholar,- should dare 
to repel any attack whjitever; and, cbwed and 
erush. 3d by its scathing seVerity, Mr; DotfGLAs 
ejcelaittis, under the smart of the wounds in* 
fiicted; " What d*i«8 the Sewator by this 
attack u pou the majority of this body ? What, 
I ask, does ths Senator mean/ What does he 
waiit us to do? VVe already refuse to know 
him socially. , Does he want us to eiok him ? 
I a,ak d,g'dm, boes he'wMt us to kick' him?" 
Ml'. Mason, of Virginia, follows, in a similar 
vein ; and Mx'. BiioOKS,vOf South Garoliudj a 
member of the House of Representatives, re- 
sorts to the bludgeon, and assails him in' his 
seat in tho" SenatQ Chamber of ' the United 
Btates.' , 
lam not preptoed -to defend the "language 
used by Mr. SuiiNBB^ except that it was retalia- 
tory. The wrong lies at the door of those who 
commenced tho use of these personalities, under 
th e miserable plea, that because the periSoh thus 
violating the decorum of parliamentary rules 
"vvajS willing to back his language by tho duel, 
:|]ie was justified in his assaults, while his ad- 
versary, if: not thus willing to follow up his re- 
tort, is bound to submit in silence.^ Such, I 
say, is the plea of the Slave Power in defence 
of their attacks*, and in condemnation of Sum- 
ifBa's resorting %o the sam^e weapon of defence. 
Theij proclaim everywhere, that their attacks 
upon the nOO'COrabatants of the North are just- 
ifiable, because those making them are willing 
to fight; and that unless the assaile<4 Senator 
wiJi adopt, the law of the Slave* Power, thus 



manufacfcared , l(br him, he must submit in si- 1 
lenqe, or be beaten to death with bludgeons, i 
even in the Senate Chamber of the nation I | 

Have we no remedy for this? Are there not 
among us, can tKero jtiot be found in the great 
North, xis^n of qualifications for both the Senate 
and th'; House of Repreaentatives, who possess 
also the necessary moFJjl daring and physical 
courage, to meet and ptii down this diaguslicg 
bullying, either with pistoi or with bludgeon, 
as circuDastauces may require? If there be 
such, let them be sent her© as your Represent- 
atives, until the South are taught, after their 
own fashion, thsit there not only is a North, i 
but that it is unaherably determined to assert 
all its rights, and to maintain all its privileges, 
at the same time that it will, in good faith, at 
all tiiiies and in all places, promptly discharge 
all its duties to the JJnion, and hold aacred the 
rights of every section of country, (whether 'sec- 
tional, locail, or national,) under tliat Constitu- 
lion, to which the aliegia,nce of all is equally 

due-.-." , ' , 

The time for submission has passed; and that 
for action, presses forcibly upon us. Our oppo« 
DieUts have made, arid pi'esent to u^, the one 
great issue, of ektension of Slavery into Terri* 
toty now Free. It is pur duty to m,eet it; ^nd, 
that every Freeman iq the land may understand 
this great issue, and, at the same timCf know 
precisely V)hy Senator of Massachusetts has 
been beaten in thb Senate dharaber of the 
Union, and almoafc killed, by this arrogant and 
overbearing Slave Power, let Mr, Sumner's 
great and eloquent speech, be printed by bun- 
dredg of thousands and scattered broadcasfc 
thrdugh.the entir^ North, Let it be read at 
our public meetings; Jet it be proclaimed from 
the house-tops, and from the corners of onr 
streets; and, if needs be, let it be preached 
froi& our pulpits and explajinett in our iectnre- 
room^:' Let the people be thua taught what 
this Slave Power is, and the character of tho 
exposure which was deemed to have iBentecl 
the bludgeon, and. which, the supporters of the 
' present Adraiuistratipn in the House of Repre- 
■ sentativea, unauimously suataia aiid justify. 

|( J. W. W. 
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